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Classification of Offenses 


The term “offenses known to the police” is designed to include 
those crimes designated as Part I classes of the uniform classification 
coeuring. Fee the police jurisdiction, whether they become known 
to the police anes reports of police officers, of citizens, of prosecut- 
ing or court officials, or otherwise. They are confined to the follow- 
ing group of seven classes of ore offenses, shown by experience to 
be those most generally and completely reported to the police: 
pws homicide, ineletns (a) murder, nonnegli wie manslaughter 
an manslaughter by negligence; rape; ro >. aggrava 
assault; jamie ts ing or entering ; larceny-theft; and auto theft. 
The figures contained herein include also the number of attempted 
crimes of the designated classes. Attempted murders, however, are re- 
ported as vated assaults. In other words, an attempted burglary 

, for oxen, is reported in the bulletin in the same man- 
e crime had been completed. 

‘Offenses known to the police” include, therefore, all of the above 
offenses, including attempts, which are reported by the police depart- 
ments of contributing cities and not merely arrests or cleared cases. 

In order to indicate more clearly the types of offenses included in 
each group there follows a brief definition of each classification. 

1. Criminal homicide—(a) Murder and nonnegligent manslaughter—includes 
all felonious homicides except those caused b ce. Does not include 
attempts to kill, assaults to oe i i tal 
deaths. y y 
death is caused by culpable negligence which is so clearly evident that if the 
person responsible for the death were apprehended he would be prosecuted for 


ughter. 
2. Rape.—lIncludes forcible rape, statutory rape, assault to rape, and attempted 


Tape.ts 

3. Robbery.—Includes stealing or taking ing of value from the person by 

force‘or violence or by putting in fear, such as way robbery, stick-ups, robbery 
armed. Includes assault to rob and attempt to rob. 

assaulit.—Includes assault ie os iA oe assault by shoot- 

ming, scalding, or use of acids; mayhem, maiming. 

pe pet 0 poceet, pene, ak battens .:2en 0 he, we 
fa glary-breaking or entering.—Includes burglary usebreaking, e 
cracking, or any Sante entry to commit a felony or theft, Includes attempted 


(1) 
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burglary and assault to commit a burglary. Burglary fo b n 
entered’ bai and is not counted under larceny. wee 

6. Larceny-theft (except auto .—(a) $50 and overin value (6) Under $50 in 
value—includes in one of the above subclassifications, depending upon the value 
of the property stolen, pocket-picking, purse-snatching, shoplifting, or any steal- 
ing of property or thing of value which is not taken by force and violence or by 
Sond. one not include embezzlement, con-games, forgery, passing worthless 
c. etc. 

7. Auto theft.—Includes all cases where a motor vehicle is stolen or driven 
away and abandoned, including the so-called “‘joy-riding” thefts. Does not 
include taking for temporary use when actually returned by the taker, or unau- 
thorized use by those having lawful access to the vehicle. 

In publishing the data sent in by chiefs of police in different cities, 
the United States Bureau of Investigation does not vouch for its 
accuracy. It is given out as current information, which may throw 
some light on problems of crime and criminal-law enforcement. 

In compiling the tables, returns which were apparently incomplete 
or otherwise defective were excluded. 

Extent of Reporting Area 

The table which follows includes all cities which contributed a 
return for one or more months thus far during 1933. The number of 
cities reporting in the various groups is shown together with the 
pte en represented by them. e population figures for cities 

aving 10,000 people or more were obtained from the Bureau of the 
Census as estimated July 1, 1932, while figures for cities having less 
than 10,000 were taken from the 1930 census, due to the fact that 
more recent estimates were not available for this group. 

During the first 6 months of 1933 ni were received from 1,606 
cities representing a population of 54,208,740. An increase of 70 
cities is shown for the first 6 months of 1933 as Saiaee with the 
same period of last year. Returns were also received from sheriffs 
State police, and officers in the possessions but they are not included 
in the above fi 7 

As indicated by the table there are 37 cities in the United States 
having a population of 250,000 or more. Of this number 34 (92 per- 
cent) are contributors of crime statistics to the Bureau. The 
cities which have not contributed returns are Atlanta, Ga.; Louisville, 
Ky.; and New York City. Louisville did, however, contribute 
returns during eeu and it is expected that reports for 1933 
will be received. the 57 cities in the population group of- 100,000 
to 250,000 only one city does not contribute returns, namely, 
Reading, Pa. 


The above table does not include 780 cities and rural townshi 
a total population of 4,480,453. The cities incl 

less than 10,006 population filing returns, whereas 

varying population groups. 
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MONTHLY RETURNS 


Offenses Known to the Police—Cities Divided According to Population 

In table 1 will be found the number of offenses and rate per 100,000 
people as reported during the first 6 months of 1933 by 1,248 cities 
throughout the United States, representing an ate population 
of 43,397,341. The numbers and rates are also oone for the same 
cities subdivided according to size. As was evident in the figures 
published during 1932, there appears a rather definite tendency for 
the crime rates to vary with the size of the city. To this general 
trend there are the following exceptions: criminal homicide as reported 
by cities having a population of less than 10,000; rape in cities under 
25,000 in population ; aggravated assault, burglary-breaking or enter- 
ing, and larceny-theft as reported by cities having a population in 
excess of 250,000. 

The amount of variation in the rates reported by the several groups 
of cities differs with the offense. With the exception of the offense 
of rape, the smallest amount of variation occurs in connection with 
the figures reported for murder and nonnegligent manslaughter; 
pareies 7 Danang or entering, and larceny-theft, the highest rates 
in these instances being approximately twice as great as the lowest. 
For the offenses of manslaughter by negligence an avated assault 
the largest rates are approximately three times as high od the smallest. 


It is interesting to observe that the largest amount of variation in 
the rates occurs in the figures for robbery and auto theft, where the 
highest rates are more than four times as great as the lowest. 

Of the 72 cities with a cernaes in excess of 100,000 people, 65 


reported larcenies subdivi according to the value of the article 
A separate tabulation was made for these cities with the 
following result. 


20 cities over 250,000; total population 14,451,300: 
oe peg ah a " 


This compilation discloses that there is only a slight difference in 
the rates reported by these two groups of cities for offenses of larceny 
involving goods valued at $50 or more. However, the difference in 
the figures reported for minor larcenies is quite substantial. 
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TaBLy 1.—Offenses known to the police, January to June, inclusive, 1988; number 
and rates per 100,000 by population groups 


25 cities over 250,000; total popula 
17 171,200: me 


Number of offenses known 


931 |1, 250 128 
21) 29 ae 


Bee Anean Offenses Known to the Police, January to June, inclusive, 


Table 2 has been comes to disclose the daily average number of 

offenses known to the police for the first half of the year 1933. It will 

be observed that the figures for robbery show a steady decrease, while 

co averages for aggravated assault have increased steadily since 
anuary. 

A comparison of the 1933 daily averages for these two offenses with 
those for the first 6 months of 1932 indicates that the trends are quite 
similar. There is additional similarity in the monthly trends for the 
2 years in the fact that the averages for manslaughter by magnons 
and for burglary-breeking and entering are on the whole lower during 
the second quarter than in the first 3-month period. 

The averages for larceny-theft and auto theft do not show any 
regular monthly variation. Considering each 3-month period as a 
unit, however, the average number of larcenies is slightly higher 
ee second quarter, whereas the average number of auto thefts 
is definitely lower during the second quarter of the year. 

The offense of murder and nonnegligent manslaughter likewise fails 
to show any regular fluctuation from month to month but in general 
the average is somewhat higher during the second quarter. 

Examination of the table shows that the largest amount of variation 
occurs in the averages for robbery. For this offense the January 
average was 158 as compared with 93.7 for the month of June, a 
decrease of 64.3 (41 percent). ; 
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TaBLE 2,—Daily average, 19a te Cs fe § the police, January to June, inclusive 
miscellaneous cities 


[Total population, 43,397,341] 


PEANES 

enone 
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MONTHLY TRENDS (0A/LY AVERAGE) ROBBERY 
JANUARY TO JUNE, 1933 


1248 CITIES - TOTAL POPULATION 43,397, 34/ 
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Daily Average, Offenses Known to the Police, 1931-33 

There is shown in the following table the daily average number of 
offenses reported by the police departments in 66 cities thro ee 
the United States for the first half of 1933. Each of the cities 
population in excess of 100,000 and the aggregate population des 
= is ee aus The daily ove for 1933 dine peu, 
together wi e a or correspon: peri 0 
1931 and ~ The teble discloses that there has been a substantial 
decrease in the number of manslaughters by negligence, robberies, 
and auto “thefts rted. On the other ind: there is shown an 
increase in the number of offenses of murder and agg om 
slaughter, rape, aggravated assault, ee -b or en 
and larceny-theft. During the first of 1932 the number a 
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offenses of murder and nonnegligent manslaughter was slightly less 
than the number reported oe, the corresponding period of 
1933. However, during 1933 there has been shown a slight increase 
over both of the preceding years. In view of the fact that the 
avated assault classification consists of those assaults which 
threaten serious bodily injury, including attempted murders, it is 
interesting to observe that the variation in the daily average number 
of offenses of this type follows in a general way the fluctuation in the 
averages for murder and nonnegligent manslaughter. ing 1932 
the number of offenses of burglary-breaking or entering showed 
Seprosmantelys 10-percent increase over the Pr eee okehek During 
1933 the number of offenses of this type reported was slightly less than 
the number reported in 1932 but the daily average shows a very small 
increase. This is due to the fact that February 1932 contained 29 
days. The presses number of offenses of larceny reported during 
1932 was only slightly greater than the average for 1931, but there 
was a substantial increase in the number of offenses of this type 
reported during 1933. 
The daily averages for 1933 show the following decreases as com- 
pared with the 1931 figures: 


Rape 

Derstury-beeaking o «iii 
'y-breaking or en 

Larceny-theft 


TaBLe 3.—Daily average, offenses known to the police, 66 cities over 100,000, 
January to June, inclusive, 1931-33 


{Total population, 17,735,605} 


Offenses Known to the Police—Cities Divided According to Location 
In order to comply with requests for crime rates for individual 


States throughout the country these rates are shown in table 5. In 
accordance with the practice heretofore the crime rates are also given 
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for the nine major geographic divisions of the country. In table 4 
there is shown a list of the cities, the crime reports of which have 
been included in the tabulations in this issue of the bulletin. There 
is listed for each State the number of cities of each population group. 
In this connection it should be observed that caution should be em- 
_— in comparing the crime rate of one State with that of another. 

or example, in the case of Delaware the crime rate is based on the 
report of only one city having a population of less than 10,000. 
Chenu the published rate for Delaware is not necessarily the true 
crime rate for the State. It may be much higher or much lower 
than the true rate. The same applies with reference to the rates of 
other States which are based on report of only one city or a few 
small cities. Nevertheless, the crime rates for these States have 
been included in the table, in order that figures may be published for 
all States. It should be observed further that the crime rate of one 
State may be based on the reports of 100 or more cities, whereas 
the rate of another State may be based on a much smaller number of 
reports. Also the reporting units in one State may consist largely 
of small cities, whereas in another State there may be a much higher 
proportion of the larger cities. Due allowance should be made for 
all of these factors in making comparisons of the crime rates for 
different States. 

No crime reports are received by the Bureau from the police depart- 
ments in New York City or in Atlanta, Ga. In addition the reports 
from the following cities, having a population in excess of 250,000, 
have not been included in the tabulation due to the fact that, at the 
time the bulletin was published, reports had not been received for 
each of the first 6 months of 1933 or that the returns were incom- 

lete or defective in some respect: Los Angeles, Calif.; Indianapolis 
faa : Louisville, Ky.; Boston, Mass.; St. Paul, Minn.; Cleveland, 
Ohio; Toledo, Ohio; Memphis, Tenn.; Dallas, Tex.; Seattle, Wash. 
Likewise reports from the following cities having a population be- 
tween 100,000 and 250,000 were not included: Lo ‘ if.; 
Wilmington, Del.; South Bend, Ind.; Des Moines, Iowa; Camden 
N.J.; Paterson, N.J.; Trenton, N.J.; Syracuse, N.Y.; Tulsa, Okla. 

As was observed in the bulletin for the first 3 months of this year, 
the East South Central States reported the highest rate for murder 
and nonnegligent manslaughter. The next highest rates for this 
offense were reported by the West South Central and South Atlantic 
States, whereas the lowest figures were reported by the Pacific and 
the New England States. 

With reference to the offense of manslaughter by negligence, the 
highest figures were submitted by the Middle Atlantic and East 
South Central States, with the lowest rates being reported by the 
New England and Mountain States. Comparisons of the number of 
offenses of rape reported by the various States of the Union should be 
made with caution, since the classification includes all offenses of 
statutory rape, regardless of the age of consent as established by the 
legislatures in the various States. In order to make due allowance 
for such differences it would be necessary to refer to the several State 
statutes to determine the age of consent in each State. The highest 
robbery rate was reported by the East North Central States with the 
lowest figure being reported by the New England States. 


3952—33-———2 
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With reference to the offense of aggravated assault, the table dis- 
closes that the East South Central and the South Atlantic States re- 
ported the highest number of offenses per unit of population, whereas , 
the lowest rates were reported by the Mountain and New England 
States. The highest burglary rate was reported by the Mountain 
States; the highest larceny rate by the Pacific States; and the highest 
rate for auto theft by the West South Central States. The lowest 


4 eR for these offenses were reported by the New England and 
iddle Atlantic States. 


As was mentioned in connection with the figures for individual 
States, it is important in comparing rates for different geographic 
sections of the country to observe proportion of large cities in 
each section. This factor is significant, because table 1 shows that 
there is a definite tendency for the large cities to report higher crime 
rates than those reported by the small cities. 


Taste 4.—Number of cities in each State included in the tabulation of uniform 
crime reports, January to June, inclusive, 1933 


Population 


Division and State Total 
100,000 | 50,000 | 26,000 | 10,000 | Less 
Over to to than 


250,000 | 100,000} 50,000 | 25,000 | 10,000 


Le SS ee 


GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION 
New pyeeemeraee cities; total population, 


4,493, 11 

Miadle Atlantio—326 cities; total population, 

East North Central—317 cities; total popula- 
tion, 18,282,100. 

Lid ane cities; total popula- 

South Atlantic i—87 cities; total population, 

East South Genital—27 cities; total popula- 
tion, 1,102,029. _— 

West — Te cities; total popula- 


Mountain—37 cities; total population, 871,203 
Pacific—117 cities; total po n, 3,272,274. 
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GEOGRAPHIC Division—continued 
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Taste 5.—Rate per 100,000, offenses known to the police, January to June, in- 
elusive, 1933 


Division and State 
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DATA COMPILED FROM FINGERPRINT RECORDS 


The data in the tables which follow should be distinguished care- 
© a from the data compiled from the uniform crime reports. 

uring the month of June 1933, 27,555 arrest records as evidenced 
by fingerprint cards received by the United States Bureau of Investi- 
gation were examined, and it was found that the records of persons 
23 years of age were more numerous than those of individuals of any 
other single age-group. However, the records of persons aged 19 
and * those aged 22 were almost as numerous as those of persons 





















3. 

For the entire first half of the calendar year 1933, individuals 
19 exceeded in number those of any other age-group, although those 
of other ages between 18 and 24 were not greatly outnumbered. 
During the 6-month period 159,493 arrest records were examined. 
The continuing predominance of youthful offenders is indicated by 
the fact that 1 of each 5 arrested was under 21 years of age, while an 
additional one fifth of those arrested was between 21 and 24 
inclusive. A slightly smaller proportion of the total was between 
25 and 29 years of age. In other words, almost three fifths of the 
persons arrested were under 30 years of age. 

The offenses with which youths were most frequently charged 
include vicious crimes as is evidenced by the following table. 


eaeea Ss sS.hlUh Sm eo.CUmULC...rFhChChCh Ch CUO 


TaBLe 6.—Number and percentage of arrests of persons under 25 years of age 
January 1—June 30, 1983 
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It will be observed that during the first. 6 months of this year 6,253 
ns under 21 years of age were arrested and charged with burglary- 

Sitedciniy or entering, 5,835 with larceny-theft, 2,459 with rob 

and 2,458 with auto theft. In addition, 309 persons under 21 years of 
and 473 individuals aged between 21 and 24 were arrested and 

charged with criminal homicide. 
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The total number of records of persons aged 19 was 10 percent 
greater than the number of records of those aged 18. The tabulation 
shows, however, a much larger proportion of 19-year-olds in the 
following instances: 


ged 19 

Number | Number 

aged 18 | aged 19 | *xoeeds 
aged 18 


Percent 


These figures tend to indicate that youthful offenders quickly turn 
to the more serious crimes. 

On the whole, there were fewer arrests for robbery during the second 
quarter of 1933 than during the first 3 months of the year. Of 80,785 
arrests during the first quarter, 5,241 were for robbery, whereas of 
78,708 arrests during the second quarter of the year, only 3,774 were 
for that offense. e decrease in the number of arrests for robbery 
during the second quarter of the po is no doubt due largely to the 
fact that the number of offenses of that type shows a downward trend 
during the second quarter. It is believed desirable in this connection 
to point out that the number of arrests reported as reflected by finger- 
print records should not be treated as an index to the amount of crime, 
since it is ectly os that there be an increase in the number 
of arrests although there is an actual decrease in the number of offenses 
committed, or vice versa. 

Arrests for disorderly conduct, drunkenness, and vagrancy showed 
an increase during the second quarter of the year, there being 14,274 
such arrests as compared with 12,036 during the first 3 months. Dur- 
ing June the number of arrests on these charges was greater than dur- 
ing any one of the preceding months of the year. 

he majority of the ns arrested were males. Of the 159,493 
arrest records examined, 11,029 (6.9 Prom) were those of females. 

Negroes consitituted 23 t of all the persons whose records 
were received. Of the total persons charged with homicide, 34 per- 
cent were colored, and this race contributed a correspondingly hi 
proportion of individuals in the following instances: assault (40 
cent), carrying and possessing weapons (33 percent), and gambling 
. Negroes constituted a comparatively small proportion 

with forgery and counterfeiting, embezzlement and 
fraud, offenses against the family, driving while intoxicated, and viola- 
tion of narcotic laws. 

Of the 159,493 ns arrested, 35 percent had a previous record 
in the files of the ee. This does not mean that they were pre- 
viously convicted, nor does it mean that they were previously 
with committing the same offense. It means m that at some 
previous time they were arrested and fingerprinted and copies of 
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the fingerprint records were forwarded to the Bureau at Washi n, 
D.C. Six of each 10 arrested for violation of the narcotic drug laws 
and approximately 4 of each 10 charged with forgery and counter- 
feiting; disorderly conduct, drunkenness and vagrancy; robbery; 
or embezzlement and fraud had previous records. slightly smaller 

roportion of those ch with burglary-breaking or entering, 
Secon p-thelt or auto theft had previous fingerprint records on file. 
Approximately 2 of each 10 charged with driving while intoxicated 
or criminal homicide had similar records. 

It should be borne in mind that the data compiled from fingerprint - 
records do not represent all offenses committed during the month 
since there are offenses perpetrated for which no one is arrested, an 
there are persons arrested for whom no fingerprint records are for- 
warded to the Bureau. 

At the end of June 1933 there were 3,780,584 fingerprint records 
and 4,901,443 index cards containing names or aliases of individuals 
we records s file a the Paited States Bureau of iaveeeeree at 

ashington, D.C. each 100 fingerprints receiv uring June, 
more than 47 were identified with criminal data in the files of the 
Bureau. During June 1933, 347 fugitives from justice were identified 
through fingerprint records and information as to the whereabouts 
of these fugitives was immediately transmitted to the law enforce- 
ment officers or ame desiring to apprehend these individuals. 
The number of — departments, peace officers, and law enforce- 
ment agencies ughout the United States and foreign countries 
voluntarily contributing fingerprints to the Bureau at the end of 
June totaled 5,941. 


Taste 7.—Distribution of arrests, Jan. 1—June 30, 1933 
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Taste 8.—Percentage distribution of arrests by age groups, Jan. 1—June 30, 1983 
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NUMBER OF YOUTHFUL PERSONS ARRESTED 
DATA OBTAINED FROM FINGERPRINT RECORDS 
JANUARY TO JUNE, 1933 __ 
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Taste 10.—Distribution y arrests according to race and previous record, 
i Jan. 1-June 30, 1983 
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Taste 11.—Percentage with previous records, arrests, Jan. 1-June 30, 1983 
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